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The development of the GDR’s national economy, which lies at the centre of our
overall social policy, is marked by dynamism, stability, as well as increasing efficiency
and quality ... It should be stressed that in the GDR the rise in national income is in-
creasingly based on higher labour productivity.
Erich Honecker, 7th session of the SED Central Committee, 1988
The prodf/cedrgatronal lncogve%fgq mdscgtlon of adn Shars: of Increased labour productivity
economy’s performance and efficiency, increase iy She Tnicresiies oF ptudceed vakiohst
11.2 times between 1949 and 1989. A
income
1971 to 1980 90 per cent
Produced national income and number of
persons employed in the productive sector S S 2 percont
1986 to 1989 100 per cent
279,000
Produced national income Produced national income per person
million marks employed in the productive sectors
(at 1985 prices) —national economic labour productivity—
1949 3,744 marks
Employed persons in the
D productive sector 1970 17,884 marks
i
. 1989 39,148 marks
Growth of national economic
labour productivity
121,600 Index numbers, 1943 = 100
1,046
735
478
24,900
[ 311
6.7 6.8 71
1949 1970 1989
100
! 1 1
If not otherwise marked, the figures for 1989 are taken from the 1949 1960 1970 1980 1989
economic plan or the planned budget for 1989.

(HFF)  “The GDR 40 years on”, compiled by Departments of the SED Central Committee and the Central
Statistical Office of the GDR, May 1989, p. 24.
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(HFT)  Wilma Merkel/ Stefanie Wahl, Das gepliinderte Deutschland. Die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung im dstlichen
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(HAT)  Statistisches Jahrbuch der DDR 1989, S. 389. % 17)0
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